February 25, 2008

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————
AGENTS RAMOS AND COMPEAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, today is day 404 of in-
carceration for two former United
States Border Patrol agents. Agents
Ramos and Compean were convicted in
March of 2006 for shooting a Mexican
drug smuggler who brought 743 pounds
of marijuana across our border into
Texas.

These two decorated Border Patrol
agents who were doing their duty to
protect the American people from an
illegal alien drug smuggler have now
served more than a year of their 11-
and 12-year prison sentences.

On December 3, 2007, the Fifth United
States Circuit Court of Appeals in New
Orleans heard oral arguments for the
agents’ appeal. During the hearing, one
of the three judges on the case, Judge
E. Grady Jolly, said, ‘It does seem to
me that the government overreacted
here. For some reason, this one got out
of hand.” A ruling on their appeal is
now expected any day, and the Amer-
ican people are anxiously awaiting the
result.

Many of us in Congress and millions
of American citizens feel that the
United States Attorney’s Office in the
Western District of Texas was not jus-
tified in indicting these agents.

Nothing can erase the suffering these
agents have undergone and the many
months they have spent in prison away
from their families. However, a judg-
ment in favor of Ramos and Compean
in this appeal would be the first act of
justice these agents have seen since
their arrest.

Madam Speaker, the injustice of this
case should not go unexamined. A num-
ber of days ago, I hand-delivered a let-
ter to JOHN CONYERS, the chairman of
the House Judiciary Committee and a
man I greatly respect, to request a
hearing on this case. There have been
many letters sent to the White House
by Members of Congress and the Amer-
ican people calling on the President to
pardon these agents. As of this time,
the White House has not even re-
sponded to any of these calls from the
American people. That is why it is crit-
ical that Chairman CONYERS hold hear-
ings to examine the injustice. The
comments by the appeals judge are jus-
tification enough for the House Judici-
ary Committee to review this case to
determine exactly why this case ‘‘got
out of hand.”

Madam Speaker, as the American
people eagerly await a ruling by the
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, my
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prayers are with the agents and their
families. It is my hope that the judge’s
decision will rectify this gross mis-
carriage of justice, and faith in our ju-
dicial system may be restored.

Madam Speaker, before I close to-
night, I would like to say to the fami-
lies of Agents Ramos and Compean
that many of us here in the House of
Representatives of both parties have
not forgotten this injustice that has
befallen your families, and we promise
to do our best to see the injustice be-
come a justice for the Compean and
Ramos families.
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TEN AMERICANS SHOWING AMER-
ICA’S BEST FACE FROM THE
10TH DISTRICT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. KIRK) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, I'd like
to talk about 10 Americans showing
America’s best face from the 10th Con-
gressional district. Today I rise to
honor 10 very special individuals from
my congressional district who are
making a difference for the United
States overseas. These ‘“Ten for the
Tenth” go beyond dedicating them-
selves to building a stronger commu-
nity here, but also show the best face
and values of America overseas.

Marillyn Tallman, from Highland
Park, has been working for more than
60 years, leading the fight against anti-
Semitism. After a trip to the Soviet
Union in 1968, Marillyn joined Chicago
Action for Soviet Jewry to fight
human rights violations against Jews.
Since 1972, the Highland Park-based
Chicago Action has been a vocal advo-
cate for the third largest Jewish com-
munity in the world, sponsoring fact-
finding missions, linking synagogues
with communities in the former Soviet
Union, and pressing for legislative ac-
tion.

Lori Dillon, from Lake Forest, works
closely with Eric Peasah at the
Counter Trafficking Center to support
the rescued children sold into child
labor in Ghana. They have been work-
ing to save hundreds of trafficked chil-
dren. Lori started a pen pal program
where children in the Lake Forest com-
munity write to rescued children in
Ghana offering support. She also start-
ed a child trafficking awareness initia-
tive at the Deerpath Middle School and
Lake Forest High School where her
daughter, Claire, is a sophomore.

Zack Harris, of Glencoe, was a New
Trier freshman when he learned about
and studied the conflict in Darfur, and
he became determined to help. As an
8th-grade student and president of the
Central School in Glencoe, he orga-
nized a ‘‘Dance for Darfur,” a fund-
raiser for the Luol Deng Foundation,
which works with the World Food Pro-
gram in Darfur, to assist in food dis-
tribution. The ‘‘Dance For Darfur’ was
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the first charity dance ever held at the
school, and helped raise awareness, and
over $1,000, with over $5,000 more con-
tributed by the community.

Gene Marks, of Northbrook, realized
that many Latinos in the 10th Congres-
sional District come from only three
villages in Mexico: La Luz, Tonatico,
and San Jose. Last year Northbrook
purchased a new ambulance for the
Fire Department, and instead of scrap-
ping the fully operational older ambu-
lance, Gene contacted my office and ar-
ranged with our Latino Advisory Board
member, Miguel Arizmendi, to donate
this ambulance to Tonatico, Mexico,
the first ambulance they will ever
have, where it will benefit thousands.

Connie Duckworth, of Lake Forest,
after retiring as a partner and the
managing director of Goldman Sachs,
she founded Arzu to better the lives of
Afghan women. This nonprofit group
provides sustainable incomes and ac-
cess to education for many women in
Afghanistan by selling homemade rugs
here in the United States.

The Fred Outa Foundation in North-
brook, in 2006 Susan Vaickauski of
Northbrook and Maryann Gibbs of
Gurnee founded this foundation to
raise money for a girls school in
Kenya. The foundation provides school
supplies, food and medicines, all for
Fred Outa’s school in Kenya.

The International Sharing Ministry
in Libertyville was created by
Libertyville’s St. Joseph’s parish in
2005 to build an elementary school for
the children of Mailisita in Tanzania.
Additionally, the organization is now
building a guest house in Moshi to gen-
erate revenue for people traveling in
the country or climbing Mt. Kiliman-
jaro. To date, they have raised over
$100,000 and built five classrooms al-
ready.

Pastor Stackhouse of Waukegan, who
from May 2007 to July 2007 led his
church members at Sign of the Dove
Church in Waukegan and North Chi-
cago to institute a water system and
clean rainwater for local residents in
Masaka, Uganda. This is notable be-
cause his community of South Wau-
kegan and North Chicago is a lower-in-
come community. But they are rep-
resenting the United States very well
overseas.

Wendy Abrams of Highland Park is
one of the leaders in the fight against
climate change. Wendy developed and
implemented Chicago’s ‘‘Cool Globes”
art and public awareness exhibit along
the lake front. In conjunction with the
city, 123 five-foot-tall globes were de-
signed for artists on environmental
themes to raise awareness about reduc-
ing our carbon footprint.

The COVE Alliance of Indian Creek,
in April 2005 formed a nonprofit organi-
zation serving orphaned and vulnerable
children in central Uganda. Parish-
ioners are actively involved in fund-
raising, as well as mission trips to
Kapeeka, Uganda.

Finally, an honorable mention to Dr.
Wayne Goldstein, who is a doctor to
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doctors in Sierra Leone. These 10, with
an honorable mention, 11 Americans,
have led the best face of the United
States overseas from my congressional
district.

———
SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam
Speaker, I once again stand before this
body with yet another sunset memo-
rial. It is February 25, 2008, in the land
of the free and the home of the brave,
and before the sun set in America, al-
most 4,000 more defenseless unborn
children were killed by abortion on de-
mand just today. That is more than the
number of innocent Americans lost in
September 11’s tragedy, only it hap-
pens every day.

Madam Speaker, it has now been ex-
actly 12,817 days since the travesty
called Roe v. Wade was handed down.
Since then the very foundation of this
Nation has been stained by the blood of
almost 50 million of its own children.
Some of them, Madam Speaker, cried
and screamed as they died, but because
it was amniotic fluid passing over the
vocal cords instead of air, we couldn’t
hear them.

All of them had at least four things
in common. They were each just little
babies who had done nothing wrong to
anyone. Each one of them died a name-
less and lonely death. And each of their
mothers, whether she realizes it imme-
diately or not, will never be the same.
And all the gifts these children might
have brought to humanity are now lost
forever.

Yet, even in the full glare of such
tragedy, this generation clings to a
blind invincible ignorance while his-
tory repeats itself and our own silent
genocide mercilessly annihilates the
most helpless of all victims yet to date,
those unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it’s impor-
tant for those of us in this Chamber to
remind ourselves again of why we are
really all here. Thomas Jefferson said:
“The care of human life and its happi-
ness and not its destruction is the chief
and only object of good government.”

The phrase in the 14th amendment
capsulizes our entire Constitution. It
says: ‘“‘No state shall deprive any per-
son of life, liberty or property without
due process of law.”

Madam Speaker, protecting the lives
of our innocent citizens and their con-
stitutional rights is why we are all
here. It is our sworn oath.

The bedrock foundation of this Re-
public is that clarion declaration of the
self-evident truth that all human
beings are created equal and endowed
by their Creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. Every conflict and battle
our Nation has ever faced can be traced
to our commitment to this core self-
evident truth. It has made us the bea-
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con of hope for the entire world. It is
who we are.

And yet, Madam Speaker, another
day has passed and we in this body
have failed again to honor that
foundational commitment. We’ve failed
our sworn oath and our God-given re-
sponsibility as we broke faith with
nearly 4,000 more innocent American
babies who died today without the pro-
tection we should have given them.

But perhaps tonight, Madam Speak-
er, maybe someone who hears this sun-
set memorial will finally realize that
abortion really does kill little babies,
and that it hurts mothers in ways that
we can never express, and that 12,817
days spent Kkilling nearly 50 million un-
born children in America is enough,
and that America, that same America
that rejected human slavery and
marched into Europe to arrest the Nazi
Holocaust is still courageous and com-
passionate enough to find a better way
for mothers and their babies than abor-
tion on demand.

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we
each remind ourselves that our own
days in this sunshine of life are also
numbered, and that all too soon each
one of us will walk from these Cham-
bers for the very last time. And if it
should be that this Congress is allowed
to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally
hear the cries of the innocent unborn.
May that be the day when we find the
humanity, the courage, and the will to
embrace together our human and our
constitutional duty, to protect these,
the least of our tiny little brothers and
sisters, from this murderous scourge
called abortion on demand.

It is February 25, 2008, Madam Speak-
er, 12,817 days since Roe v. Wade first
stained the foundation of this Nation
with the blood of its own children. This
in the land of the free and the home of
the brave.

———
GLANZMANN’S RESOLUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to present a resolution promoting
awareness of Glanzmann’s Thrombasthenia, a
little known, yet debilitating disorder that af-
fects numerous Americans every day.

Glanzmann’s Thrombasthenia is a genetic
blood disorder that is inherited, putting chil-
dren and young adults at risk. Leading physi-
cians report that Glanzmann’s Thrombasthenia
presents many symptoms that are often mis-
taken for other bleeding disorders. This, along
with the lack of information on the disorder
itself, has caused Glanzmann’s to be fre-
quently misdiagnosed. People with
Glanzmann’s are missing a protein on the sur-
face of the platelet that is vital to the clotting
process. People suffering from this disorder
have serious problems with uncontrollable
bleeding and severe, painful bruising. Their
activities can be strictly limited and their lives
can be at stake without any warning. Currently
there is no cure for this disorder, but research
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is very promising. The leading researchers in
this field firmly believe a cure for Glanzmann’s
Thrombasthenia can be found through current
ongoing research. With proper funding,
Glanzmann’s could be controllable in the fore-
seeable future, and some suggest as soon as
10 years from now.

A young constituent of mine who lives in
Augusta, Georgia, suffers from Glanzmann’s
Thrombasthenia. Julia Smith is only 9 years
old and every day lives and deals with the re-
alities of her disorder. When Julia was born,
she was covered in bruises, but blood tests
came back normal. Doctors assured her par-
ents that the bruising was just the result of a
difficult delivery. When Julia was 6 weeks old,
she got a tiny scratch on her cheek; this small
scratch bled enough to cover her entire face
in blood and saturate her sheets. After this in-
cident, Julia’s mother, Helen, took her to the
Medical College of Georgia in Augusta and
asked that tests be run to find out what was
wrong with her daughter. After countless tests
and consultations, the Medical College of
Georgia’s Children’s Medical Center physi-
cians diagnosed Julia with Glanzmann’s
Thrombasthenia.

Frantic for information that could save her
daughter, Mrs. Smith attempted to research
the disorder, and was frustrated and disheart-
ened by the lack of available information. She
began to put her name and information on
internet registries for individuals suffering from
other disorders, hoping that someone who had
similar symptoms would make contact with
her. She found numerous cases of people
equally distraught, seeking information for
themselves or their loved one who was deal-
ing with the same misdiagnosed disorder. This
realization, along with a small contribution
from the grandmother of a Glanzmann’s suf-
ferer who wanted to donate money to help
others, compelled Mrs. Smith to begin the
Glanzmann’s Research Foundation in 2001.
This non-profit foundation is the focal point for
information to others in need and the sole
source for funding the ongoing research ef-
forts that will lead to a cure. Mrs. Smith is truly
a mother on a mission.

Augusta, Georgia, holds a special place in
my heart. | graduated from the Medical Col-
lege of Georgia in Augusta in 1971, and | am
proud to have begun my medical career there.
| am delighted to represent a city that con-
tains, not only the Glanzmann’s Research
Foundation, which is quite significant in its
own right, but also the preeminent public med-
ical college in the southeast, the Medical Col-
lege of Georgia.

To promote awareness for Glanzmann’s
Thrombasthenia, March 1 has been rec-
ommended as the day to establish a National
Glanzmann’s  Thrombasthenia  Awareness
Day. This date was chosen to coincide with
the Glanzmann’s Research Foundation’s an-
nual fundraiser.

—————

EXPIRATION OF THE PROTECT
AMERICA ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from
New Mexico (Mrs. WILSON) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of
the minority leader.

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Madam
Speaker, I appreciate the opportunity
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